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| nt roducti on

Fem ni st schol arship on gender and conflict has focused
primarily on wonen’'s experiences. Until recently, the
experiences of nmen whose nasculinities becone nobilized and
often highly mlitarized when a conflict escal ates have been
| argely neglected. Even less attention has been devoted to
men in conflict areas who either resist mlitarization from
the outset of <change their views and relationship to
vi ol ence during the course of the conflict. The relative
| ack of attention to nen and masculinity may be rel ated, at
| east in part, to the tendency to use the terns ‘gender’ and
‘“wonen’ interchangeably. If nmen are nentioned, in literature
or nedia accounts, they are treated as a nonolithic entity.

Fem nist standpoint theorists have enbraced this
position, often done by equating the experiences of wonen
with peacenaking and of nen with war.” The argunent is
grounded in a broader theory about centuries of exclusion,
subjugation, and discrimnation, that have given wonen
perspectives on social issues, which nore insightfully
reveal the underlying structures and actors of the world
than do theories spun by representatives of dom nant
groups.® Many feminist standpoint scholars and activists
contend that in order to uncover and transform inter-group
conflicts that involve unequal relations of power one nust
look at the situation from the perspective of the
subordi nate, not the master. °®

While it is understandable that nmen had to be pushed
aside to create space for wonen, it would be inpossible to
understand the interplay between gender and conflict if the
di verse experiences of nen remai n unexam ned. Moreover, the
lack of attention to masculinity is likely to backfire as
the conflation of ‘gender’ with ‘wonen’, |eaves masculinity,
unpr obl emati zed and thus treated as the norm As a result,
the social and political status quo is reinforced.

The growi ng body of pro-feminist literature on nen and
mascul inity chal | enges this sinplistic equati on,
illumnating the diverse experiences of nen and the
mul ti ple, often conpeting, conceptions of masculinity, which
shape them*



In light of this scholarship, we argue in this chapter,
that it is inpossible to understand, let alone transform
the rel ati onshi p between gender, conflict, and peacebuil di ng
wi thout a serious exam nation of nen and vari ous conceptions
of masculinity in different sociopolitical contexts. W need
to carefully examne the varieties of both masculinity,
femninity, and gender relations and the changes they have
undergone over tinme and in relation to conflict and
peacebui l ding efforts.

Because much nore has been witten about wonmen and
gender relations conpared to nmen and masculinity, this
chapter focuses primarily on the experiences of nen.
Moreover, to enphasize that such a project nust begin from
the ground up rather than with a theory, which assunes
uni versal applicability, we exam ne what happens to nen and
to conceptions of nmasculinity in the context of two
political conflicts that shaped our lives — the conflict in
the North of Ireland and in Israel-Pal estine.

Men, Masculinity, and Political Conflict

The relatively new but growing body of Iliterature on
men and masculinity is quite diverse in scope, theoretica
assunptions, and political inplications. Mst attenpts to
classify the literature tend to converge on broad simlar
categories ranging from “the recuperative (attenpting to
recapture nmen’s traditional social roles) to the progressive
(looking forward to the constitution of a new diversitg of
mascul i ne expressions and nore equal gender relations).”
Regardl ess of where they stand on the continuum nentioned
above, nost scholars and activists insist that it is
inmportant to distinguish between the terns ‘nen,’” ‘male,’
and ‘masculinity.” Further, many prefer to use the plura
form ‘masculinities’ over ‘masculinity’ as it wunderscores
that being a man is neither a nonolithic nor a static
position.®

To capture differences anong nen, the plurality of
masculinity and their fluidity, it is useful to think about
masculinity as a discourse and exanmine it in relation to
power structures. ’ As Geig et al. point out “msogyny,
homophobi a, raci sm and cl ass/ status-based di scrimnation are
all inplicated in a ‘politics of masculinity’ that is
devel oped and depl oyed by nmen to cl ai m power over wonen, and
by sone nmen to claim power over other nmen.”® The treatnent
of masculinity as a discourse of power is particularly
useful to the exam nation of nmen and masculinity in the
context of political conflict.

_ M !itarized masculinities in context: dom nation vs.
| i beration



The term ‘mlitarized masculinity’ refers to the
processes and practices that turn ordinary nen into
warriors. Femnist literature on the topic underscores the
fact that in nost cultures to be manly neans to be warrior.®
As a result, the link between masculinity and propensity to
violence has been conceptualized as nature-given and
unquesti onabl e.

This chapter questions the sinplistic association of
men with conflict and war and the tendency of scholars and
journalists alike to locate the cause of violent politica
conflict in male aggression. Such anal yses often pay very
little attention to social, political, and econom c
conditions that fit the definition of structural violence
and often trigger physical violence.” W begin from the
position that conflict situations largely arise when
injustices are practiced against people. Injustices do not
just ‘happen.’” They are the result of policies maintained by
governments and state bureaucracies. Therefore, rather than
focusing our analysis on individuals, we |ook at the |arger
hi storical, sociopolitical and econom c context w thin which
i ndi vi dual and collective identities are fornmed and
transforned. Mreover, we contend that political conflicts
can mlitarize certain masculinities and at the sanme tine
open up space for critical exploration of different notions
of manhood.

Based on our exam nation of constructions and changes
in conceptions of masculinity and the experiences of nen in
the North of Ireland and Israel-Palestine, we argue that
there exists a multitude of masculinities. The neanings and
practices associated with each notion of masculinity are
influenced by both the broader context and the social
| ocation and political standpoint taken by nmen in relation
to the conflict. We introduce a theoretical distinction
that may be applicable to other conflict situations
characterized by power inequalities. W suggest that there
is a profound difference between masculinities that are
shaped in the context of dom nation, and those shaped in a
context of Iliberation.

A context of dom nation involves practices, policies
and discourses informed by an ideology of superiority,
control and power-over others. Mn whose conceptions of
masculinity are shaped in such a context have a vested
interest in maintaining the political status-quo. A context
of liberation, on the other hand, involves practices,
policies and discourses designed to bring about freedom
justice and equality. Men whose conceptions of masculinity



are shaped in such a context seek to radically transform
existing institutions and change the political status quo.
Because of their different positions vis-a-vis the status
guo, masculinities shaped in a context of dom nation are
likely to be nore rigid and resistant to change whereas
masculinities shaped in a context of |iberation have the
potential to be nore flexible, nobile and susceptible to
change.

In the North of Ireland, for exanple, we exam ne
di fferences between conceptions of nasculinity of those in
the state forces of the Royal U ster Constabulary (RUC) and
local mlitia and those on the republican side and

loyalists. In the Palestinian-Israeli context, we |ook on
one hand at the conceptions of masculinity of |Israel
soldiers who serve in the Israeli mlitary and of the

security forces of the Palestinian National Authority (PNA).
On the other hand, we examne the experiences of |Israel
soldiers who have been inprisoned for refusing to
participate in mlitary operations, which uphold the Israel
occupation and systenmatic repression of Palestinians in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip. W also highlight the experiences
of Pal estinians who have been trying to rid thenselves of
the Israeli occupation and at the sanme tine to chall enge the
PNA.

Men and Masculinities in the North of Irel and

Far from acknow edgi ng that change does occur in the
nmeani ngs of masculinity across tinme and political context,
even in the nost mlitarized situations, the literature on
the conflict in the North of Ireland centers around one

dom nant imge: that of a nman behind the nask. The
obsession of the media with IRA nen and their preval ent
characterization as inherently violent, obscures the
conplexity of the conflict and its underlying structural
causes. Instead of analyzing the mlitarized conditions,

whi ch shape nilitarized masculinities, the enphasis is on
t he behavior of particular individuals who engage in arnmed
struggle. The i mage of the nasked man serves a dual purpose:
it dehumani zes the revolutionary and at the same tine nasks
the structured power inequalities, which wunderlie the
conflict.

Moreover, there seenms to be a double standard in
relation to nmen involved in arned struggle with nmen who
participate in national |iberation novenents viewed as nore
macho and mlitaristic than soldiers in ordinary armes or
police forces. Contrary to this view, we contend that one
is likely to encounter nore rigid masculine behavior and



resi stance to change anong soldiers and state police who are
trained to view the use of physical force against others,
including killing as part of their job. They |earn about
weaponry and wars, to be reginented, and to observe
hierarchies and their place within those hierarchies. They
have unifornms, insignias, songs, rituals, parades, marches,
and cerenonies, which are all designed to reinforce their
sense of belonging to a collective and to legitimze the use
of force against those who appear to threaten that
col l ective. ™

The ideol ogy of domi nation and power over others often
mani fests itself in physical appearance. During the Bl anket
protest for exanple, Republican prisoners becane conscious
of the roles the prison warders adopted. They noticed that
“prison warders newWy recruited to the service or comng to
work in the protest Blocks for the first tine always
appeared wary in the initial stages. They were friendlier
or at least not as hostile. After only a matter of days,
however, their manner and behavior changed - often
dramatically. They added a ‘swagger’ to their step, sone
began to wear shades even in the darkened environnent of the
Bl ocks, shirt sleeves were rolled up, steel clips were
attached to the heels of their boots as if to give them a
greater sense of their physical presence.”™

Qobserving such a transformation in overt physical dress
and behavi or provided Republican volunteers with a val uable
insight into how particular expressions of masculinity are
synonynmous with situations of power over others. Mst |IRA
volunteers had a fundanentally different understanding of
and relationship to power. They ‘volunteered’” to join a
national |iberation arny and were repeatedly challenged to
determ ne whether or not they really wanted to make such a
deci si on. Unlike ordinary soldiers and police force
personnel, |RA volunteers do not have a uniform and have
very few collective rituals, none of themin the public-eye.
In agreeing to take up arns against the state they are going
against their noral (and state) wupbringing that it is
unlawful for themto do so. In carrying out such operations
t hey know they can end up dead or in jail or on the run from
their honmes and famlies. Far from view ng their nenbership
in the IRA as a profession, they believe the circunstances
warrant their involvenment and that their comunity require
them to do so. Sone would describe it as denonstrating a
‘civic pride . "

Contrary to British soldiers and the Royal Uster
Const abul ary (RUC), who |ike other professional soldiers and
state police forces, have been trained to guard the status-
quo, IRA volunteers and freedom fighters nore generally
strive for social and political change. This is
particularly true for volunteers who spent significant
periods of tinme in prison, where they were exposed to



popul ar education and other ideas and strategies of
community transformtion. This process has included an
awar eness of gender inequalities. Mre specifically, while
on the blanket protest as well as during the hunger strikes
and especially in their aftermath, Republican prisoners,
informed for the nost part by Paulo Freire’'s notion of
critical pedagogy, organized popul ar education sessions to
educate thenselves on various social and political issues
including gender issues and femnist theory. Amdst a
relentless struggle for national |iberation, Republican nen
were able to transcend their immediate conditions and
chal l enge thenselves to think critically about their power
and privilege vis-a-vis wonmen. ™

The image of Irish Republican prisoners engaged in a
critical dialogue about masculinity, sexuality, and gender
relations in one of the nost heavily guarded prisons in
Eur ope chal | enges nonolithic portrayals of |IRA volunteers as
hyper - mascul ine, violent and sexist, which have dom nated
both nedia accounts and conventional literature on the
conflict.

portrayals of nen can be found on the other side of the
Nationalist-Unionist divide as well. In fact, unti |
recently, few researchers have focused their attention on
t he Pr ot est ant comunity in gener al and its
Uni oni st/ Loyal i sts constituencies in particul ar.

O the existing literature on Protestant/Unionist nen
the vast mmjority explores their relation to violence and
their adversarial relationship with men on the Republican
side. But a few in-depth interviews conducted recently with
| eading figures in the Unionist/Loyalist community reveal a
nore conplex picture. As Jonathan Stevenson points out,
Loyalists who were in prison during the blanket protest and
the hunger strikes give republicans a great deal of credit
for their struggle and perseverance. For exanple he quotes
Billy Hutchinson, a forner nenber of the U ster Vol unteer
Force (UVF), who spent 16 years in prison (1974-1990) and is
currently a nenber of the Northern Ireland Assenbly,
representing the Progressive Unionist Party (PUP)

| think there was a grudgi ng respect for those
peopl e who were willing to die to get special -
category status. . . | thought that the whole
speci al category thing in the bl ocks — the

bl anket, the dirty protest, and the hunger

stri kes—as sonet hing that shoul d have been done
by loyalists as well.”

Wil e Hutchinson and other former |oyalist prisoners
claim that they did not join such struggles as the bl anket
protest and the hunger strikes because they were viewed as
republican, others doubt that loyalists as a group could



have conjured the collective will to undertake and sustain
such struggles. In other words, the wunique republican
masculinity that emerged during the blanket protest and
hunger strikes cannot be sinply attributed to the conflict,
or to the inprisonnent itself. Rather, there are other
factors, which may have affected the different neanings
attached to republican and Iloyalist conceptions and
practices of masculinity during that period. Such factors
involve the collective spirit of republicans versus the
fairly individualistic orientation of |loyalists, the fact
t hat republican prisoners were well-disciplined and highly-
organi zed conpared to loyalists and the fact that Republican
prisoners viewed education as a tool for |I|iberation and
soci al transformation.

We argue that because of the structure of the conflict,
the dom nant conceptions of masculinity within the Loyali st
comunity and paramlitaries bear nuch in comon with the
masculinity of the state forces. Not wi t hst andi ng the
di fferences between state forces and working class Loyalists
men, by fighting to preserve the union with Britain, both
conceptions of masculinity seek to preserve their power and
privilege, interpreting any nove towards equality as a
potential threat. Nevert hel ess, one should not overl ook
differences within Loyalism There are those who believe
that they have been badly treated (as working class
communities) over decades by the Unionist upper classes
(their politicians and | eaders) and are now trying to build
a political base within their communities. Many of them are
ex-prisoners who developed their politics within prison.
Unusual |y for UnionisniLoyalismthey now have several wonen
within their ranks and who have stood for elections.
Al t hough they would express fundanental disagreenents wth
Republicans they have also been prepared to engage in
di al ogue on such issues of nutual concern as that of
political ex-prisoners. There are cordial relations between
republican and |oyalist ex-prisoner groups and regular and
ongoi ng cont act .

This new awareness wthin one strand of Loyalism
however, has brought it into conflict with the nore extrene
elenents in the community. This internal conflict has |ed
to seven deaths and many injuries over the last year, the
di spl acenent of several hundred famlies and an uneasy truce
that currently exists between the warring factions. The
results of the recent local council and Westmnster
el ections also show that the protestant/unionist conmunity
has swung away from parties such as the PUP and voted for
lan Paisley’s Denocratic Unionist Party, a Protestant
fundanmental i st party. This creates additional problens for
the PUP and those elements within Loyalism who are seeking
to nove their comunities in a nore progressive direction
The elements within the Unionist/Loyalist conmunity who are



resistant to the type of change introduced by such groups as
the PUP, want to nmaintain Protestant suprenmacy over
Catholics within the North of Ireland and the preservation
of a macho, mlitaristic Ilifestyle wthin their own
comunities is an inportant elenment of this project.™

Anot her exanple of resistance to change involves the
reluctant if not angry reactions within the RUC to the
proposed changes in its synbols and functions. In |ight of
the changes recoomended by the Patten  Conmm ssion,
establi shed follow ng a mandate inscribed in the Good Friday
Agr eenent, the police force, which s predomnantly
Protestant, faces an uncertain future. This may include the
reduction (perhaps by half) of the size of the force and a
recommended shift in both inage and operation froma heavily
armed, repressive police force to a regular conmunity-based
police force.” Many within the RUC perceived these
recomendations as extrenely threatening and as a
consequence a fairly | arge nunber of senior ranking officers
have tendered their resignations.

Moreover, many would ascribe the recent sizeable
unionist vote increase in the recent elections to deep
di ssatisfaction with the | evel of change within the RUC. The
Patten report recomended a new ethos based on respect for
human rights and neutrality as regards the constitutional
position of the north. This was to be expressed in neutra
synbol s and enbl ens. There was also a to be a new conm t nent
to policing wwth the conmmunity rather than the ol d obsession
with state security and public order. The reaction of many
within the force and in the wunionist community nore
generally has been that these proposals are an affront to
the role of the RUC during the war and an attack on the
Uni oni st comunity, undermning their position within the
Uni ted Ki ngdom *

In sum we would like to suggest that in the North of
Irel and nobile masculinities correlate with, in addition to
a commtnent to social and political change, one’s |evel of
education, sonme understanding of structured inequalities and
comunity support. These factors <create a sense of
confidence and control for nen, which can replace the false
sense of security and control derived from conventional
conceptions of masculinity rooted in patriarchy. These
factors seem to have nore inpact on nen who do not enjoy
positions of power and privilege vis-a-vis econonic, socia
and political structures.

As is evident in the case of Republican prisoners and
menbers of the Progressive Unionist Party (PUP), sone nen
are nore likely to depart from conventional conceptions of
masculinity if they have access to education in general and
exposure to literature about |I|iberation struggles or



movenments for social and political change.® The ot her
factor that nmay enhance transformations in conventional
conceptions of masculinity is a support group. Because the
sanctions against nmen who depart from behaviors and gender
roles that are associated with conventional masculinity are
high, being part of a comunity, which enbraces non-
conventional understandings of masculinity is an inportant
factor. This may explain how Republican prisoners were able
to transform conventi onal noti ons of mlitarized
masculinity, while loyalist prisoners and |oyalist youth
were not able to engage in simlar processes.

Men and Masculinity in Israel-Pal estine

The distinction between masculinities shaped in a
context of dom nation versus those shaped in a context of
dom nation seens applicable in the Israeli-Palestinian
context as well. This also seens to be the case for the
di stinction between masculinities, which are grounded in the
preservation of the status-quo as opposed to those which
favor social and political change. More specifically, we
argue that the masculinities of Israeli-Jewish nen are
shaped by an ideology of dom nation whereas Palestinian
men’ s ideas about masculinity are shaped by an ideol ogy of
i beration. Thus, the masculinities of Jewish nmen in Israel
tend to be less nmobile and susceptible to change when
conpared with the masculinities of Palestinian nen.

These differences can be explained at |east partially by
the centrality of the mlitary in Israeli society. Mlitary
service is mandatory for both nmen and wonen and serves as an
inmportant mlestone particularly for nmen. To be a nman
inplies first and forenost being a soldier. Israeli-Jew sh
men are required to conplete a three-year nmandatory mlitary
service; after that they serve in the reserves and conplete
at least one nonth of mlitary service every year until they
are fifty-five years old. Mlitary service in general and
participation in conbat in particular constitutes a rite-of-
passage, for nmen to earn their place in Israeli society.

Thus, the mlitary has beconme a mnmmjor agent of
socialization for |Israeli nmen, conplicating attenpts to
chal l enge the mlitarization of society. Mlitarization has
been taken for granted by nost Israelis because of their
menories of persecution in the past and particularly the
collective traumatic nmenories of the Hol ocaust. The horrors
of the Holocaust, created a context in which the Israeli
mlitary, which defines itself as Israeli Defense Force
(IDF) becane an occupying army engaged in oppressing
civilians. Mreover, there is no doubt that the history of
persecution, which haunts the collective nenory of Jews nade
acts of dissent very difficult.



Nevert hel ess, over the years, starting in the aftermath
of the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip in
1967 and the 1973 war, there have been several attenpts by
Israeli nmen to challenge the practices of mlitarized
masculinity in Israel and their inplications for both
| sraeli society and its victins. The first attenpts in the
1970s cane in the form of discussion groups of soldiers who
participated in the wars and engaged in critical reflection
about their actions upon their return hone. These
conversations culmnated in the publication of a booklet
titled Fighters’ Conversations (Siah Lohamim in Hebrew,
which triggered an unprecedented public debate in |srael
For the first time, soldiers engaged in public soul-
searching, challenging, albeit only inplicitly, mlitary
orders and practices. Perhaps because of its subversive
potential, this conversation was nuted soon after it has
began. Israeli society backed its mlitary’s claimthat it
is conmtted to a “purity of arnms,” that is to using force
against civilians only when all other neans fail. The
i ndi vi dual soldiers, who pronpted the conversation coined a
new termin the Israel’s political |exicon: *“shooting and
crying.” In other words, they continued to take part in
canpai gns they opposed norally but reserved thenselves the
right to question those canpai gns the nonent they took their
uni formoff.*

Sone individuals, like the poet Yitzhak Laor, went
further. In 1978, Laor, who was one of the first |DF
reservists jailed for refusing to serve in the occupied
territories, wote the followng poem titled: “Don't go to
their war:”

My young brother Eliyahu

Before you go to the next war,

think of the previous war or let nme tell you

how G andf at her on Momi s side pulled out

all his teeth, anything so as not to go to Their war.
My young brother Eliyahu, don’t go to their war.®

In a country where serving in the mlitary, especially in
war times, is the primary test of manhood, Laor’s poem was
considered an act of treason. | ndeed, as Israel has a
mandatory draft and does not recognize conscientious
objectors, an individual decision not to conply wth
mlitary orders is viewed as an act of treason on two
gr ounds. First, there is the refusal to perform one’'s
collective duty as an Israeli-Jew and second there is the
refusal to conply wth one of the primary practices
associated with being a man in Israel.

Wth the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982, as grow ng
nunbers of Israeli soldiers realized that the canpaign was
as act of naked and futile aggression in which they wanted
no part, there was a need for both a support group and an
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organi zational framework for these soldiers. Thus, Yesh
Gvul (Hebrew for “There is a Limt/Border”) was founded.
Conprised primarily of reserve soldiers, the novenent forced
the Israeli public for the first time since the
establishnment of the state to question the right of the
government to send people to fight a war that they
considered illegal fromits inception

During the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, 168 servicenen
were jailed, sone repeatedly, for refusing to serve in the
canpai gn. But the actual nunber of refusals was far greater
as the mlitary authorities chose to accomodate rather than
prosecute many soldiers, fearing the proliferation of the
novenent . Finally, over two thousand Israeli reserve
sol diers signed the Yesh Gvul petition asking the government
not to be sent to serve in Lebanon. During this period, Yesh
Gvul confined its objection to service in Lebanon and
avoided the issue of mlitary service in the territories
occupied by Israel in 1967. Nevertheless, the existence and
raison d étre of the organization gave rise to serious
public debate about the conditions under which a state is
justified to send its arny to war.*

However, with the outbreak of the Palestinian intifada
(Arabic for wuprising) in 1987 and the increase in the
nunbers of soldiers who refused to partake in acts of
aggression and repression in the Wst Bank and Gaza Strip,
Yesh Gvul shifted nost of its attention to the occupied
territories. During the current “al-Agsa” intifada, which
began in Septenber 2000, scores of reservists have refused
assignnents, and for the first tinme, significant nunbers of
young conscripts have also refused to take part in the
repression of the Palestinian revolt.?*

The refusal of young conscripts is significant as until
recently it seenmed that nmen had to first conplete their
mandatory service and prove their manhood before they could
contenplate refusing to conply with orders they deemill egal
and immoral. Nevertheless, while the nere refusal to obey
mlitary orders challenges, al bei t only inplicitly,
conventional practices associated with Israeli masculinity,
Yesh Gvul as a novenent does not call into question dom nant
constructions of masculinity, which reinforce wuncritical
acceptance of mlitary orders. In fact, in the past the
nmovenent has used the mlitary credentials of its nenbers to
gain public legitimcy and challenge the accusation of

treason, which has been associated with refusal. In so
doi ng, they hel ped reinforce the very system— of mlitarism
and mlitary hierarchy -- which they seek to transform

But despite the reluctance of Yesh Guul to explicitly
addr ess t he i nt erconnect edness of mascul inity and
mlitarism there were sone individuals who dared to
articulate a relevant critique. For exanple, on February 6,
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1995 Nathan Krystall, a 26 year old Anerican Jew who
immgrated to Israel in 1991 was sentenced to 14 days for
refusing -- on political grounds -- to enlist in the Israel
mlitary. In a long and detailed letter addressed to the
| ate Yitzhak Rabin, who was both Israel's prinme mnister and
defense mnister at the tinme, he wote:

The I DF serves as an initiation rite into full Israel
manhood. It is these sane Israeli nen, though, who
regularly beat and shoot to death their wves and
girlfriends. Many fem nists have drawn the connection
between service in the Israeli arny and the high |evel
of male violence against wonen that exists in Israel
society. Also gay nen, only recently allowed to serve
in the IDF, do not fit into the normof the Israeli Mn
and are subject to constant harassnent. *

Connections such as these between gender, sexuality,
and the practices of +the |Israeli mlitary have been
unprecedented in Israeli political discourse. But in recent
years, with the founding of a new group, New Profile, the
I nt erconnect edness bet ween mlitarism sexi sm and
constructions of masculinity have becone a topic of public
di scussion in Israel. The group, which includes both nmen and
wonen, describes itself as a femnist group and calls for
the civil-ization of Israel. Towards this end, its nenbers
work to challenge the social and political culture and
educational system wthin which Israeli-Jewish nmen are
soci alized. New Profile has been actively working for the
dem litarization of Israeli society in general and its
educational system in particular. The group’s mssion
statenment stresses that “the predom nance of mlitary-based
hierarchies [not only] constrict and inpair equality and
true participatory denocracy Lbut al so] tend to encourage
violence and discrimnation.”” In seeking to change the
educational system and working with parents of soldiers to
be, New Profile is creating space for the transformation of
mascul inity. Their analysis and work, however, underscores
the fact that masculinities cannot be demlitarized if the
context in which they were constructed remai ns unchanged.

Despite our principle ar gunment t hat | srael
masculinities are less susceptible to change than
Pal estinian masculinities, the exanples we discussed above
map possi bl e avenues of transformation even for nmen whose
identities were constructed in a context of dom nation.
This transformation depends on one’s ability to develop a
critical political analysis of the context in which one
oper at es. Political analysis, even when grounded in
femnist |literature, is not enough. Men should take
responsibility for their own power and privilege both on a
personal and on a structural level and refuse to play their
part in hierarchies, which uphold systens of dom nation.
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| sraeli-Jewish men who seek to separate masculinity
from sexism and dom nation face a nultitude of obstacles.
These obstacles, however, pale in conparison with those

facing Pal estinian nmen both part and present. Pal esti ni an
men, like Irish Republican nen have been portrayed as
i nherently violent. These stereotypical and raci st
portrayals obscure the social, political and economc
context within which Pal estinian nen operate. | ndeed, one

cannot exam ne formations of Pal estinian masculinity w thout
paying attention to changes in the context. W choose to
focus primarily on three turning points — the 1987 intifada,
the Oslo Accords and their aftermath, and the Al-Agsa
i ntifada.

The popular uprising of the late 1980s and early 1990s
is associated with inmages of young Palestinian children
confronting Israeli soldiers with stones in one hand and a

Palestinian flag in the other. The children, or nore
correctly the boys, of the first intifada, were defiant and
bold unlike their fathers who were still humliated by the

cat astrophe of 1948. The masculinity, which energed during
that period was characterized by bitterness and courage on
the one hand and by confidence and optimsm on the other.
But Pal estinians were accused for sending their children to
the frontline and depriving them of their childhood. Still,
because the weapons of choice were primarily stones and
flags, the masculinity, which energed in that context was
far less mlitarized, in conparison to Israeli masculinity
and to Palestinian masculinities that were to energe after
Csl o.

Contrary to conventional nedia portrayals, the Gslo
Accords in 1993, ushered in a new type of masculinity, which
was far nore mlitarized than the masculinity of the first
i ntifada. This fact, however, went unnoticed as dom nant
medi a representations portrayed Oslo as peace, which nost
peopl e associate with demlitarization. The reality was
quite different. The aftermath of Oslo saw the creation of
a Palestinian police force, which presently exceeds 30,000
peopl e, making the Police the largest enployer in
Pal estine.”® Even though crime is alnost non-existent in
Pal estine, there are nore policenen per capita in the West

Bank and Gaza Strip than in New York Gty. Ironically, an
agreenent, which was viewed by nost of the world as a peace
agr eenent resulted in the overt mlitarization of

Pal estini an society.

Because the police, like mlitary is an hierarchica
system the masculinities shaped in this context were fairly
rigid. Only nonths after its establishnent, the Pal estinian
Police Force cane under attack from both Palestinian and
international human rights groups for an array of oppressive
practices from violation of freedom of speech and
association to torture of prisoners.” In addition, there has
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been an increase in reports of violence against wonen — a
phenomenon, which in conflict areas is often associated with
the militarization of society.” In sum the creation of the
Pal estinian Police Force after Oslo, with the blessing of
|sraeli security officials and the CIA has inspired a
masculinity grounded in an ideology of dom nation. The
meani ngs and practices associated wth this masculinity are
significantly different than the ones, which characterized
the masculinities of the first intifada that despite being
sonmewhat mlitarized were grounded in an ethos of
i beration.

The outbreak of the Al-Agsa intifada in Septenber 2001
has created a context for the fusion of the masculinity of
the first intifada wth that of post-GCslo. Unli ke the
bottomup popular character of the first wuprising, the
present intifada resenbles nore a guerilla war. As such, it
is much nore militarized. Neverthel ess, the masculinities
that it inspires are clearly informed by an ethos of
liberation. At the sanme tinme, the nmen at the forefront of
the struggle operate within a sem-hierarchical system
whi ch resenbl es that of a conventional arny.”

In sum it seens that in the Palestinian-Israel
context, the rigidity or nmobility of masculinity depends to
a great extent on the rejection or acceptance of the
political status quo on one hand and mlitary hierarchies on
the other. For Jewish nen in Israel, the challenges are
different in nature and the factors, which enhance or
prevent transformation are therefore of a different nature.
Men who refuse to serve in the Israeli mlitary for exanple
because they do not want to participate in the oppression of
Pal estinians, engage in an act of resistance against the
| sraeli governnent and mlitary and at the sane tinme in an
act of solidarity wth Palestinians. By disassociating
t henselves fromtheir state’s policies and practices, which
shaped their identities, including their roles and behaviors
as nen, they endorse an ethos of Iliberation and thus
transform conventional notions of mlitarized masculinity.

Pal estinian nmen, however, operate at the nonent within
ci rcunst ances t hat are far from conducive to t he

transformation of masculinities. The failure of Gslo to
deliver a just and l|asting peace in |Israel-Palestine has
left Palestinians with very few choices. The out break of

the Al-Agsa intifada represents a reassertion of masculinity
for the individual nen who carry out the struggle and for
the Pal estinian national inmage nore generally. At the sane
time, because nost Pal estinian nmen are not directly invol ved
in the rebellion, the re-surfacing of the masculine ideal of
armed resistance is likely to create sone frustrati on anong
men. Still, we would Iike to suggest that the masculinities
of the Pal estinian nmen who |ead the rebellion are less rigid

14



than those of their Israeli counterparts because the
intifada is inspired by an ethos of |iberation.

Concl usi on

Wil e our analysis in this chapter focused primarily on
two particular contexts: the North of Ireland and |srael-
Pal esti ne, we believe that sone of the insights we gathered
are applicable to other cases as well. Thus, we conclude
wi th some general propositions.

The rel ationship between nen, different conceptions of
mascul inity, and various political conflicts is far nore
conpl ex than the unprobl ematic association of men with war-
maki ng. Political conflicts can mlitarize certain
masculinities and at the sane tinme open up space for
critical exploration of different notions of manhood.
Moreover, the masculinities constructed in the context of
different political conflicts are far from being static or
nonol i t hi c.

D fferences, shaped by age, class, religion, and other
nodalities of identity and mtigating circunstances exist
not only between nmen in different regions and or different
sides of a conflict but within each group as well. Paying
attention to these differences is crucial to understanding
possi bl e changes in conceptions of masculinity shaped by the
conflict or by various attenpts to resolve it.

Nevert hel ess, changes in the neanings and practices
associated with masculinity are not sinply a matter of
personal decisions or choice nor do they take place in a
vacuum They are shaped and in turn inform one’'s politica
views and vision for the future of the community one is a
menber of. Men who believe in and are involved in work for
social and political change are nore likely to enbrace |ess
rigid conceptions of masculinity than those who are actively
engaged i n saf eguardi ng the status-quo.

Thus, efforts to transform masculinities nust coincide
with struggles to eradicate social, economc and political
inequalities. In addition to individual awareness and
coormitment to change, such efforts depend on structural
conditions. Non-mlitarized, non-sexist nobile masculinities
are nore likely to enmerge in the context of struggles to
eradicate all forns of violence, physical as well as
structural. These new masculinities are both the result of
and the energy behind efforts to re-build communities from
the ground up on the foundations equality and justice for
all.
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